FACT SHEET: OVERVIEW
ILLINOIS PARTNERS FOR HUMAN SERVICE
Illinois Partners for Human Service is the largest shared voice of hum an service
organizations throughout the state with coalition partners in every legislative district. More
than 800 coalition partners rely on the power of our unified voice for collective advocacy to
protect funding and fair policies for human services. We are a trusted source of context and
information for influential leaders and nonprofits across the state.
W HAT ARE HUM AN SERVICES?
Human services play an intrinsic part in fostering the potential that we all have to offer by
providing an infrastructure of well-being that supports all members of society. This includes
ensuring that we have the essential elements needed to build and maintain our physical,
emotional, and economic well-being at every phase of life.
HUM AN SERVICE IN ILLINOIS
Well-being is built. It needs a sturdy foundation at the start to keep it standing through all
kinds of weather. Just as poor construction can make a house unstable, the well-being of
people who haven’t received enough support in life can be threatened when they don’t have
the resources to weather life’s storms. Human service professionals design and implement
services that create the sturdy foundation for well-being, maintain it over time, and repair the
foundation if it breaks down.
Human services in Illinois include:
o Early childhood services that foster healthy growth and development, including
child care and home visiting programs.
o After school programs that provide mentoring, safe spaces and social resources
for young children and teens.
o Job training and workforce development initiatives that help adults acquire the
skills they need to find and keep good jobs.
o Support that helps older adults remain healthy and connected to their
communities.
o Services to ensure people with physical and mental disabilities have the support
they need to do well in life.
o Providing and advocating for the resources everyone needs to thrive, such as
safe and stable homes, good nutrition, and health and mental health services.
HOW TO CREATE A STRONG HUM AN SERVICE SYSTEM IN ILLINOIS
Our human service system, from big cities to the suburbs to rural communities, must be wellmanaged, maintained and renewed in order for people in Illinois to reach their full potential.

Illinois Partners is a resolute leader with a dedicated team focused on working with coalition
partners, legislators and key stakeholders, to ensure positive outcomes for our residents in
the areas of quality services, measurable results and adequate resources.
QUALITY SERVICES
• Apply best practices
• Sound fiscal management and operating systems
• Good stewardship of public funds, donations
ADEQUATE FUNDING
• Timely reimbursements to providers
• Covers full cost of efficient service delivery
• Investments in building, equipment and facility maintenance and program
administration
• Keeps pace with demand
M EASURABLE RESULTS
• Meaningful outcomes
• Funding decisions driven by performance
• Transparent evaluation based on program outcomes

