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Dear Editor,

By not paying $4.5 billion in back bills to state providers, consistently delivering services on behalf of the state, Illinois is impairing community-based human service providers who are themselves small businesses. 

Illinois is in a debt crisis of epic proportions and the solution should not be to skip payments to the community-based human service providers and staff that support Illinois’ individuals and their families. The state must find a way to finance its debt and no longer have providers shoulder the burden.

The state’s delayed payments are forcing some vendors to fire workers, cut services and, if they can, obtain loans and lines of credit to keep their businesses going while the state takes months to pay. In fact, some banks have refused to issue lines of credit to agencies because of their apprehension regarding Illinois’ ability to pay. 

Recently, Illinois successfully sold bonds at a record low rate of 3.9% interest despite a recent downgrade the same week by Moody’s rating agency. Since Illinois can now borrow at the lowest rates on record since the 1970’s, it only makes sense that Illinois pay those providers who have continued to serve Illinois’ most vulnerable populations without payment. 

In doing so, the state can take major steps to pay down its debt. It is time for the State to get off the backs of providers and pay them what is owed- especially since their vendors aren’t benefitting from the same low interest rates as the state. 

Sincerely,
Your Name

Your Organization

Your Address

Your Phone

Your Email 
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