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AGENDA AND TALKING POINTS FOR IN-DISTRICT MEETINGS – SPRING 2012
I. Introductions and explain the purpose of the meeting

· Start the meeting by thanking the legislator for meeting with the group, and explain that you’re there to talk about various issues impacting the human services sector and the FY12 budget, delayed payments and FY13 budget.
· Each person should introduce themselves and state the organization they represent, the type of services provided, the number of people served locally, the number of full time and part time staff employed locally. Those who also live in the district should indicate that they are a constituent.  

** share the District fact sheet

· Explain that group members are part of a statewide coalition – Illinois Partners for Human Service - over 700 members in every legislative district statewide that have come together to advocate for Quality Services, Adequate Funding, Measurable Results.

II. Human services is a wise investment of state funds

· Have one or more members of the group discuss their programs and outcomes that are being achieved. Use Illinois Partners’ template on documenting outcomes ahead of time to prepare to tell the story of your program.
** share Outcomes fact sheets you’ve prepared
III. No disproportionate cuts to human services in FY13

· In recent years, and in the FY12 Budget you just passed, the human services sector has received more than its fair share of cuts!  
· The FY12 budget you just passed included a cut of over 17% for the Department of Human Services, a far greater cut that in other areas. (ON TOP OF THE RECENT YEARS CUTS)
· Discuss your programs, cuts you’ve experienced in recent years, and the impact on people served as well as the larger community as well as the DELAYS in payment 
** share Cuts fact sheet
· WE need to grow jobs in Illinois!  We understand that Illinois continues to face significant budget challenges, but there are two important issues we want to discuss and get your position on:
· How are we going to move forward? Increase in homeless, emergency room visits, jails/prisons?  WHAT SOLUTION ARE YOU, Legislator, PROPOSING FOR US?
What do you recommend WE do in YOUR community?
IV. Thank Them for Their Time
We’re looking to you to be a champion for human services.
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