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 ADVOCACY and LOBBYING

MANY ADVOCACY ACTIVITES are not regulated. 

Examples of these include: 
1. Explaining to a public official the needs of a target population in your community, how they might best be met, and how they are not being met now. This can be done in personal meetings, by phone or fax, through testifying before committees, by writing emails, fact sheets, and, most importantly, letters.

2. Explaining to a public official how the services your agency provides make a difference.

3. Joining with others --  at a rally, or local meeting -- to express support for more revenues or to reduce program cuts, without a reference to a specific bill.

4. Advocating on behalf of legislation that affects the existence of the organization, its powers and duties, its tax-exempt status, or the deductibility of contributions to the organization. 

5. And finally, as a private citizen, you may contact whomever you please and say whatever you like.  However, if it involves anything listed below, you must not do this on work time or use work resources such as email.
LOBBYING is a specific type of advocacy; one which is regulated by the federal government and which must be reported on the IRS Form 990. To be considered “lobbying,” the activity must be:

· directed at an elected official, their staff, or an executive branch official and

· include ALL of the following

· A direct reference to specific legislation, referendum, or ballot initiatives

· A point of view about the legislation

· A request for the audience to vote a certain way

The Internal Revenue Code allows a 501 (c) (3) organization to lobby on any issue provided it does not favor any partisan candidacy or particular candidate for political office. The Center for Lobbying in the Public Interest is a good source for information. At the federal level, lobbying is divided into two categories:

· Direct lobbying: asks made of legislators, their staff, or executive branch officials about legislation , referendums, or ballot initiatives

· Grassroots lobbying: asking the public (your coalitions and community partners, your network of volunteers, Board members, staff, etc.) to ask their elected legislators, staff, or executive branch officials to vote a certain way on behalf of a specific piece of legislation, referendum or ballot initiative.

It is IMPORTANT to remember that federal funds may not be used to support any lobbying activities.  Any person who is lobbying on work time must be able to show that the funding for his or her position does not come only from federal funds.  

State regulations around lobbying only become important when there is substantial lobbying activity. In that event, both the organization and the staff person who is engaged in substantial lobbying must register with the Secretary of State’s office, pay an annual fee, and report out on expenses used in educating elected officials. How much time constitutes “substantial lobbying” is not defined.   
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